
Appendix Four 

  

Sample Press Release 

 

“Crafting a great press release is often the first step in securing a magazine feature or 
television interview — and thus, more visibility and new customers.”1 

 

A press release is the quickest and easiest way to get free publicity. If well written, a 

press release can lead to several news stories about the Sisterhood. In order to 

effectively communicate the desired information, a good press release stands out from a 

pile of competing pieces to grab the attention of the journalists, who are inundated in 

news stories and ideas. Try to keep your release to one page, two pages maximum. 

 

A solid press release should: 

 

1. Grab the reader’s attention with a good headline.  
2. Get right to the point in the first paragraph. 

3. Include hard numbers. 

4. Be grammatically flawless. 

5. Include quotes wherever possible. 

6. Include your contact information. 

7. Provide access to all relevant information. 

 

An example of an effective press release is included here: 

 

Muslim-Jewish Coalition Expresses Outrage at Tragic Murders in Pittsburgh 

Synagogue2  

The Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council  

Oct 28, 2018, 10:33 ET 

NEW YORK, Oct. 28, 2018 /PRNewswire/ --  

The Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council (MJAC) is shocked and outraged by the horrendous act of 

terror committed inside the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on Saturday. 

                                                 
1
 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/zach-cutler/press-release-tips_b_2120630.html 

2
 https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/muslim-jewish-coalition-expresses-outrage-at-tragic-

murders-in-pittsburgh-synagogue-2018-10-28 
 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news/the-muslim__jewish-advisory-council
https://www.prnewswire.com/news/the-muslim__jewish-advisory-council


The attacker, who was apprehended by law enforcement, killed at least eleven people and 

injured six others during Shabbat morning prayer services. 

"To murder innocent people during a prayer service is a crime beyond imagination," said MJAC 

Co-Chair Farooq Kathwari. "As we mourn the victims, we must redouble our efforts to eradicate 

anti-Semitism and all forms of hatred and bigotry that could lead someone to commit such a 

heinous act. Confronting the recent rise in hate crimes has been the primary focus for our 

Council's activities, and clearly there is still much work to do." 

The assailant has been charged with two counts of hate crimes by federal prosecutors due to 

reported activity on social media and statements during the murderous act in which he 

expressed his intention to kill Jews.  A synagogue located in the historically Jewish Squirrel Hill 

neighborhood, Tree of Life had been participating in a national initiative to raise awareness 

about refugees during Shabbat services. The program, organized by HIAS, appears to have been 

among the shooter's motivations for attacking the Jewish worshippers.  The shooter reposted 

remarks that called both Jews and Muslims evil and railed against Jews helping Muslims enter 

the United States, an apparent reference to the refugee shabbat event. 

"Our hearts are with the families who lost loved ones at the Tree of Life Synagogue this 

Shabbat," said MJAC Co-Chair Stanley Bergman. "This unconscionable act is a sobering 

reminder that unchecked hatred of the other can easily devolve into menacing violence. The 

Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council recognizes that an attack that singles out one religion is an 

attack against all Americans who seek to practice their faith free from fear." 

The Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council, founded nearly two years ago, brings together 46 civil 

society, religious, and business leaders from across the United States to advocate for domestic 

policy issues of common concern. It has played an active role in the passage of hate crime 

legislation, and the American Jewish Committee (AJC) and the Islamic Society of North America 

(ISNA) are its co-conveners. The Council has eight regional affiliates across the United States, in 

Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, New Jersey, New York, Philadelphia, South Florida, and 

Washington, D.C. 

 

SOURCE The Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council 
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